
 

Cadeirydd/Chair Ffiona Jones 

Clerc/Clerk – Haf Jones (clerc@betws-y-coed-communitycouncil.org) 07778 576 940 

Meeting Monday 10th June at 7pm at the Memorial Hall 

Minutes 

1.Apologies – Bedwyr ap Gwyn, Ffiona Jones, Sian Godbert 

Present – Chris Jones (Vice Chair) Janet Charlton, Phil Roberts, Cllr Liz Roberts, 

Haf Jones (Clerk) Anna Brown & Hazel Barclay CDO’s for item 3.  

2. Declaration of interest – none 

3. CDO’s gave a comprehensive overview of the arrangements for Gwyl Caru Betws 

on Cae Llan to be held on Saturday 22nd June which included risk assessment and 

event & site plan.  Safety Advisory Group have requested additional insurance cover 

which the Clerk is to discuss with the Council’s insurance provider, Clear Councils.  

Council agreed to pay the additional charge and thanked Anna and Hazel for their hard 

work and effort. Some contractors will require payment in advance to provide essential 

services i.e. generator and portable toilets.  Clerk will arrange with the approval of the 

Finance Committee.  

4. Minutes of last meeting – agreed that these were a true record of the last meeting. 

5. Matters arising –  

• Flood Plan – Cllr Liz kindly made the electronic introduction to Gwenno Talfryn 

who is the NRW Flood Officer and the updated Flood Plan received. Maps provided 

which demonstrate 3 areas of the village identified as flood risk areas; Pentre Du, Mill 

Street and area at the end of Station Rd.  Sian and Tony Godbert are the named 

wardens for all three areas. Gwenno is currently fully occupied with a project but is 

anticipating being able to assist with raising awareness of the Flood Plan and 

recruitment of additional wardens later in the summer. 

• Community Grant –The grant application form distributed to 7 groups so far 

with a deadline date of 1st July.  

• Community Skips – no progress. Liaising with Clerk for Trefriw Community 

Council  as the community there also value the service. We have both approached 

Hogan’s and Gwynedd Skips and neither are willing to provide a skip for community 

purposes.  Cllr Liz asked to facilitate a mtg with the ERF Waste Manager to gain an 



understanding of the situation and to find a way forward. Clerk to arrange to meet Jim 

Espley, Waste Services Manager. 

• Betws y Coed FC – nothing further to report re CCBC groundworks team, the 

aerating and repair of the bald area at both goalmouths of the pitch.  Price obtained 

for 4 x aeration @ £240 of the pitch but need to understand what and when CCBC 

groundworks team will undertake.   

6. Financial Matters – Bank reconciliation for May prepared together with a schedule 

of payments for June which were scrutinised and approved.  Year-end accounts 

prepared which together with documents requested and available handed over to the 

internal auditor, Emyr Mortimer Co Ltd.  

7. Swallow Falls - Inspection of the large Larch tree thought to be pushing against the 

perimeter wall made by Andy Fowler, Nant Conwy Tree Services who reports that the 

tree is healthy and is hesitant to take it down, questioning whether it is responsible for 

the damage to the wall. He did though point out that the removal of the ivy which has 

encompassed the tree bottom to top needs to be curtailed at the base.  Noticeable 

that numerous trees and branches are dead and overhang the paths and steps. 

Rhydian Roberts, Tree Officer for SNP visited the site and has identified work which is 

urgent within the next month to safeguard visitors to the site.  Report received.  The 

trees are outside the Community Council’s area of responsibility and therefore the 

report forwarded to Ancaster Estate who have given their approval to appoint a 

contractor. The damaged wall is also the Estate’s responsibility and estimated cost of 

repair forwarded.  

• Rhododendron Ponticum, which is an invasive species, is developing at the site 

and will need to be eradicated soon.  It will require a qualified contractor to cut, chip 

and treat the stumps the cost of which will fall onto the Community Council being within 

our area of responsibility.    

• Branded polo and sweatshirts ordered for the two wardens who continue to 

enhance the site.  

• Nick Ferguson who is designing the web has kindly agreed to make available 

an image of the falls for use as a vinyl for the kiosk windows.   

• Draft site map design and production cost request made to Mapping Company 

in Llandudno  

• Visitor numbers for May – 11260 

Memorial Hall – Fire Risk Assessment carried out. Verbal advisories and awaiting 

report which will not be released until after settlement of the invoice.   Busy booking 

schedule. The Ddoe Heddiw Fory engagement event was successful and enjoyed; a 

synopsis prepared by NCompass. Conversation held with Lottery Officer re potential 

future funding for repairs and improvements to the hall.  The engagement exercise 

was designed to give the community the opportunity to provide observations and to 

guide the Council as to the desire and demand for the future of the hall as part of 

feasibility studies including condition and energy survey.   



• Quotes received for the three fence options; it was decided to instruct the 

contractor to install the steel railings to match the existing at a cost of £1491.35 + VAT.  

Some additional electrical works carried out as per advised during Fire Safety 

inspection;  awaiting additional signage.  

Cae Llan - the rustic oak fence contract has been awarded by CCBC and the work will 

take place in the next fortnight.  Awaiting the designs for the planting also expected in 

the next fortnight.  We will then need to plan for their display for information and 

engagement with the community. It was agreed for the Clerk to design a brief for the 

repair of the tall fence behind the goal posts including a gated access to the car park.  

8. Fan y Llan - Subject to SPF project amendment approval, the Learning disability 

team (rural) will take on the planting up of the flower boxes (other than at roadside 

points), aesthetic work including cleaning signs, litter bins and flower planters, 

strimming around the flower planters, removal of the broken wooden boxes which will 

not be replaced and washing of the bus shelter in Pentre Du.   Chris Jones and the 

Clerk met with a contractor who has viewed the park benches at Cae Llan and quoted 

£60 per bench for their removal from site to his workshop for repair but does not 

include the materials required. Resolved to instruct the contractor to take away three 

benches initially for repair and to review upon return.   A further meeting held with a 

contractor  who can give two days a week of his time to clean the pathways, cut back 

encroaching vegetation and generally enhancing areas which need attention.  

Purchase of plants – approval given to open an account at the Betws Garden Centre.   

9. Councillor Vacancies – Notice of vacancies put up on the website and 

noticeboards on 5th June 2024. 

10. For information –  

• Cllr Liz reported that CCBC Structures dept had applied for £5.5m from the  

Capital programme but only £2.2m was granted.  Pont y Pair is being inspected 

and acknowledged that work is required but as yet unconfirmed who’s 

responsibility the work is.  

• The report of the grass at Erw Hedd being long is to be addressed within the 

next week.  

• Email received from a regular visitor on motorbike re lack of parking in and 

around Station Rd requesting a designated area.  Request forwarded to SNP 

Estate Manager. 

• Police - Request made for Police report for the village to learn that PCSO 

Michelle has left the area and no replacement appointed as yet  but said that the Police 

had received a report of children thieving from the Candy Hut. More patrols promised.  

• Sappers Bridge –Regular reports of people using the bridge forwarded to ERF 

and Cllr Liz.  A large padlock now locks the security fencing, as a temporary measure.  

• Invasive species towards Miner’s Bridge – reported to NRW but dependent on 

whether it is on land or riverbank as to who’s responsibility it is to deal with it.  



• Extended temporary closure of two paths on route to Llyn Elsi – as per emails 

circulated; following conversation with SNP Warden and TIC staff this path is extremely 

popular due to its gentler gradient to access Llyn Elsi than the path leading from behind 

the Church.  Barriers to prevent crossing the bridge are regularly removed to cross the 

brook and extended closure could lead to a serious injury or fall into the river. Whilst 

appreciative of financial pressures, objection relayed to the extension of path closure 

and request made as to the what paths in the county have been prioritised given the 

footfall to Betws and Gwydir Forest.  

11 Date of next meeting – 8th July 7pm.  


