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Cadeirydd/Chair — Chris Jones
Clerc/Clerk — Haf Jones (Clerc@betws-y-coed-communitycouncil.org) 07778 576 940
Meeting Monday evening 14th of July at 7pm at the Memorial Hall

Minutes

1.Present — Chris Jones, Sarah Thomas-Morgan, Ffiona Jones, Phil Roberts, Pippa Crawford,
Janet Charlton, Rachael Evans, CliIr Liz Roberts & Clerk Haf Jones

Members of the public - Mrs G Harrison was present for item 3 on the agenda.
2. Apologies — Sian Godbert

3. Presentation by Catherine Williams — Concept for play area at Cae Llan and a park
run. Mrs Williams was unable to be present.

The Chair thanked Mrs Harrison and apologised that item 3 was suspended to be rearranged
for a future meeting agenda.

4. Declaration of interest in any item on the agenda — Rachael Evans declared a personal
and prejudicial interest in agenda item 8.

5. Minutes of the last meeting — agreed to be a correct account of the 9/6/25 meeting.
6. Action from the last meeting:-
Further contact made with NMWTRA — gulleys “cleared”

Ty Hyll/Public footpath — further emails sent from both Capel Curig Community Council and
ourselves but to date neither have received a response.

UK Government Grant Key fund — Memorial Hall — funding sought for an experienced
Development Officer to further develop the repair, restoration and engagement project on
future use of the hall and to take this through the lottery funding process.

The total cost estimated for the Development Officer is £22,400 minus the 10% match funding
means that the application is for £20,000 which was submitted by the deadline.

Application to the UK Gov Town & Community Council fund for the surveys and engagement
exercise of 10k with 10% match funding required. Application for 9k submitted.

Audit — annual return and requested documents presented to External Audit within the
deadline. Copy of the annual return and notice of elector’s right to inspect the accounts are
displayed on the web and in the noticeboards.



Section 137 — application to the Cohesion Fund submitted. Awaiting outcome. No progress
on the community grant due to other pressures.

Pensioner’s lunch for June — 16 lunches prepared; 10 eat-in meals and 6 delivered. On
Thursday, 10th July, 6 home delivery meals were distributed; no eat-in meals this time as this
is a particularly busy term for the school. The Headteacher has indicated that she is happy
for the eat-ins and home delivery arrangement to continue when the new school term begins
in September.

Swallow Falls — met with the general Manager of the Swallow Falls Inn who indicated that
the Inn Collection Group wish to work closer with the Council at the Falls. The Manager
shares the Council’s concerns re the speeding traffic and the numerous accidents. The Inn
car park is now surfaced and a pay and display machine is operational. Minimum charge is £2
for two hours and no concession for diners. The Inn Management are happy to facilitate the
parking of coaches for groups visiting the Falls and for visitors to the Falls to use the toilets at
the Inn.

North Wales Fencing have this week completed the repair and replacement of the length of
perimeter fence. The middle platform surface work is completed and the Wardens will, as part
of routine maintenance, sand down and re-stain the wooden upright surround.

Planning NP4/11/403A - Unit 2 Station Rd Orangutan — no observations or objection
reported to planning.

Sapper’s Bridge — update circulated on facebook, in the noticeboards, Yr Odyn and Tourism
Association.

Cymdeithas Cwn Defaid advised of the Council’s decision not to support the ask for a
donation towards the International Sheepdog Trials as per the policy of supporting only groups
and events relative to the village.

Picnic Area Pont y Pair — crumbling roadside wall. Reported to CCBC ERF — no response
to date.

Betws y Coed Railway Museum — |etter written and delivered to the Museum. No response
to date. Concern regarding the recent siting of a static caravan to the rear of the Museum.

North Wales Police — emailed a reminder for increase in foot patrol as the tourist numbers to
the village increase. Response circulated.

7. Due to the urgent matter of the issues of anti-social behaviour in the Pont y Pair area
over the weekend of 12/13' of July, item 17 was elevated to earlier on the agenda.

Large group of visiting young people descended on the village at the weekend and it was
witnessed and reported that antisocial and threatening behaviour was endured with left litter
on the bridge and around the litter bins, bridge jumpers, spectators and parked vehicles had
caused havoc by blocking the bridge to traffic. A response to an email from the Clerk to the
local Police was viewed and it was resolved to arrange a multi-agency meeting of
stakeholders to discuss how a repeat of this unpleasant experience can be avoided.

8. Financial matters, July schedule of payments & June bank account reconciliation
scrutinised and approved. Council advised that the application to the Community Cohesion
grant was hugely oversubscribed and unfortunately, the application for funds to support the
Pensioner’s lunch was not successful. It is anticipated that there is sufficient set in the budget
plan under Section 137 to continue the lunches as planned from September. A quote from
MWT to install the three noticeboards for a sum of £2950.04 + vat was discussed. The



noticeboards were purchased as part of the UK Government Fund Village Enhancements
project Resolved to accept the quote and instruct MWT to install the noticeboards.

9. Memorial Hall - Update re UK Gov grant. — covered in item 6

10. Cae Llan - correspondence re the Peregrine Circus/sale of refreshments before and
during the interval. The Clerk explained that in accordance with section 7 of the Standing
Orders regarding the 6 month rule on previous resolutions that the resolution agreed at the
March meeting could not be reversed.

Having declared a personal and prejudicial interest, Rachael Evans left the meeting for the
discussion regarding the content of the 8 emails received expressing concern and objection
to provision of food sales at the forthcoming Peregrine Circus.

The event plan which was agreed with the Circus Director and which informed the March
meeting decision to accept the booking for use of Cae Llan was displayed i.e. that only candy
floss, popcorn, ice cream, soft drinks and alcohol would be sold for 1 hour before and during
the 20 minute interval.

It was resolved to prepare a statement to correct the misinformation that had been
circulating and for the purpose of reassuring those who had emailed.

11. Swallow Falls — North Wales Magazine advertisement offer. Resolved not to accept the
offer

12. Pentre Du playground — condition report. The wooden bridge which is part of the
wooden trim trail has recently broken and is currently barriered off for safety. The whole trim
trail was identified as a moderate risk during inspection and an estimated cost of £15k to
replace but that its removal would incur no cost and would be done by the CCBC Playground
Team. Resolved to discuss with the Playground Inspector whether this is absolutely
necessary at this time, to explore the cost of repair and to keep the residents of Pentre
Du informed and included in any decisions going forward.

The wooden bench in the park is in a precarious condition and it was resolved to arrange a
replacement from the Community Council budget.

13. Planning application NP4/11/AD26D — Hendre Rhys Gethin- illuminated sign. The
application design document was displayed and discussed. The following were of concern;
the dimensions of the sign, light pollution, potential driver distraction, not in keeping, most
signs in the village are lit using down-lights and potentially setting a precedence for like signs
in the village. Resolved to report these concerns to Eryri Planning Authority.

14. Feedback to the Standards Committee following the observer visit at the June
meeting. The podcast link was circulated with the agenda. Councillors were pleased with and
accepted the observations.

15. Feedback from One Voice Wales innovative practice conference. The Clerk provided
a bullet point feedback of the main points in the Clerk’s report which were accepted by the
Council.

16. Banners and general advertising/village appearance — Councillor concerns were
raised re the escalation in the number of advertising banners and the visual impact on the
appearance of the village. Resolved to seek the Eryri Planning Authority policy on
advertising banners.



17. Wales Metal Mines Programme - Parc Mines. Arrangements for visit. Resolved that the
Clerk arrange a suitable date for a visit by Councillors to better understand the project
and its ambition.

18. For information — The Police report of incidents in the village was displayed.

Incidents of Note

Offence Type Date Brief Circumstances
Theft of vehicle 27/06/2025 Vehicle taken early hours of the morning, vehicle later found.
Theft of pedal bike 30/06/2025 Electric bike stolen which was later returned
ASB 02/07/2025 Male becoming aggressive when asked to leave the public house
Theft from vehicle 03/07/2025 Report of a vehicle registration plate stolen from the vehicle
Road disruption 12/07/2025 Approx 10 persons jumping off Pont y Pair with a large crowd

watching causing traffic disruption. (x2 calls/reports made for this).
Officers attended within 10 minutes of report being made due to
being in the area reported lots of youths and adults jumping off Pont

y Pair bridge.
ASB 13/07/2025 4 males reported being aggressive and mocking the informant
ASB 13/07/2025 Approx 10-15 youths jumping off Pont y Pair bridge, causing traffic

issues and not allowing traffic to pass. (X1 calls/reports made for
this). Officers attended within 5 minutes of report being made due
to being in the area and all was in order.

A meeting was recently held with Local Places for Nature Officers from CCBC and the design
and suitable plants for the fernery discussed and which will be submitted to Welsh Government
for approval and funding.

Enhancement of the small triangled area adjacent to the Cae Llan Public Toilets was also
discussed and a further meeting held with the One Voice Wales Biodiversity Team. It will be
necessary to find suitable funding.

19. Urgent matters

Erw Hedd Green waste bin (Brown Bin) is not being emptied due to cellophane and
other non-perishable items being placed init. The budget was scrutinised and resolved
to explore the option of the Community Council meeting the cost of a separate bin and
collection service for litter. The cut and drop of the grass at the cemetery schedule is
not to an acceptable standard due to the space of timing between cuts. Resolved to
discuss with CCBC Facilities Dept the possibility of the Community Council
funding a cut and collect service as part of the Fan y Llan initiative.

ClIr Roberts raised the growing issue of overnight stays by camper vans, the resulting
issues on Old Church Road which is affecting the residents. This was also raised
earlier in the day at the Conwy Members Rural Area Forum. Resolved to learn more
and to participate in seeking a solution with residents and partner
organisations.

20. The Council will be in recess for August. The date of the next meeting is 8" of
September 2025.



