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Draft minutes

1. Apologies — Sarah Thomas-Morgan & Pippa Crawford

2. Present — Chris Jones (Chair) Janet Charlton, Ffiona Jones, Rachael Evans, Phil
Roberts, CliIr Liz Roberts, Haf Jones (Clerk)

3. Declaration of interest in any matter on the agenda — none.

The Chair reminded everybody of the Code of Conduct.
4. Minutes of the last meeting — agreed as correct account of meeting
5. Actions from the last meeting —

Campervans & motorhomes overnight stays. LDP Community consultation is currently live.
Posted on facebook encouraging the community to take the opportunity to complete the
questionnaire. Resolved to re-post link

Community Fireworks — booked for 7/11/2026. Collection for charity explored and discussed.
Resolved to offer the opportunity of collection to a charity of the Chair’s choice. The charity
will be responsible for obtaining the required licence and comply with legislation requirements

Pont y Pair Car Park Evening Charges Resolved to raise the matter with CCBC — no
response. Resolved to follow the matter up

Further reminder re the overgrown vegetation - Parking Manager instructed to carry out the
work asap. The Road Sweeper has cleared the leaves both in the car park and on the road.

Street Lighting A5 Holyhead Road and Station Rd. Work completed but the lamp outside
Regatta is still not working. Resolved to send a second reminder to ENP re the Station rd
light.

Christmas Tree at Pentre Du — larger tree installed, power supply extended to the new multi-
coloured lights. Lights Switch-on with mince pies and mulled wine coordinated with the
Convoy of lights event on Saturday 29/11/25.

Recent closure of the Conwy Tunnel and incidents on the A55— resulting traffic congestion in
the village. Resolved to write to NMWTRA and CCBC requesting information on any
contingency and resilience plans to manage the high volume of traffic, including the smaller
narrow side roads, during closure of the A55. No response. Resolved to work with Llanrwst



Town Council, Local Members and Stakeholders to arrange a meeting and to write to
the CCBC portfolio holder.

Proposed closure of Ysgol Betws y Coed — further letter sent to CCBC Education
requesting answers to questions outlined in the initial letter. A holding response received. A
further letter written — no response. Resolved to continue to pursue answers and to work
on a response to the consultation from the Community Council. Consultation is now
live until the 9" of January.

Public footpaths 45 & 55 (route to Llyn Elsi) NRW revealed that the work on footpath 45
has been done and CCBC informed. Email sent to the CCBC Definitive Path Officer
requesting that the extended closure of footpath 45 be withdrawn and confirmation requested
— No response.

Miner’s & Hendre to Gethin Terrace footpaths cleared as part of the Community Council’'s Fan
y Llan project.

Memorial Hall Snooker Room — unfortunately very little use made of the facility. Resolved
to scrutinise the income against the cost of heating the room. Recent scrutiny of the income
for 16 hours of exclusive room use was £21.80. Resolved to charge £5 per player per
session and £20 per league game which will go some way to bringing use/hire of the
room in line with other users of the hall.

1st Gwydyr Squirrels, Betws y Coed - Recycling litter bins in the village to enable separation
of waste and a wish to work in partnership. Resolved to respond to the Squirrels explaining
that litter is separated at the CCBC waste depot and to explore whether educational
information is available. Further contact made with the CCBC Waste Manager and an invitation
to visit the Gofer site at Abergele made. Passed on to Squirrels. Awaiting contact to make
arrangements for the visit.

Cae Llan — Park run — information received and circulated ahead of the meeting. Resolved
—with risk assessments and insurance in place, Council are pleased to see Cae Llan
used by young people for a free community event which includes volunteering
opportunies. One are of concern is the potential pressure of footfall on the field which
may cause the track to become muddy and will need to be considered.

Invitations to the Pensioner Xmas Dinner at the Waterloo on the 18/12 circulated together
with a reminder. As at closing date 49 people will come together for the meal.

Monthly pensioner’s lunch at the school/lhome delivery — 15 meals enjoyed on Thursday
27th Nov. The dining room was decorated and the Children entertained the diners by singing
some Carols.

Ty Hyll bridge wall/continued footpath closure — Response received — CCBC Legal team
are in correspondence with legal representatives of the two perceived owners of the damaged
wall on the bridge which unfortunately forces the extended closure of the footpath. There is
the option for CCBC to repair the wall and re-charge the legal owners. A further update was
provided by ClIr Liz Roberts — the Police have the details of the drivers and car involved in the
accident as a result of a tyre blow-out. CCBC will now pursue.

5. Financial Matters — Bank reconciliation of November transactions and payment schedule
of December payments scrutinised and endorsed.

Wales Audit’s opinion 24/25 accounts— qualified on the basis that the Council has failed to
publish its qualified audit reports from previous years. The 23/24 and 24/25 audit report was
content that the Council accounts are prepared using proper practice, have been prepared in
accordance with proper practices; that relevant legislative and regulatory requirements have
been met; are consistent with the Council's governance arrangements; and that the Council
have proper arrangements in place to secure economy, efficiency and effectiveness in its use



of resources. The 23/24 audit qualified report contained inaccuracies including matters
unrelated to Betws y Coed which were reported to the Auditor but no response received to
date. Inaccuracies included that the Council run a car park, the Chair allowance amount was
inaccurate and therefore of the opinion that HMRC payments were due were inaccurate. It
was clear that the person responsible for carrying out the audit was not familiar with profit and
loss accounting which the Council prepares as it runs a “business” at Swallow Falls.

Challenges to the audit opinion are not dealt with by an independent body. Resolved to write
to the Auditor outlining the inaccuracies and requesting that they be corrected.

Letter from CCBC re funding support — request made to support maintenance of
Playgrounds but no amount requested — resolved to consider maintenance issues and costs
as required.

Play sessions - The summer 2026 offer is £1,400: For 5 play sessions during the summer
holidays. Resolved to support if assurance is provided that these will take place at
Pentre Du play area. No response to this request to date.

Community Grant Section 137 application for funding - 1st Gwydyr Explorer Scouts
requesting support for the cost of £543 to replace tents ruined in a storm There are currently
23 local youngsters all working towards either their Duke of Edinburgh Awards, Kings Scout
Award, and Explorer Scout Awards now and into the future. Resolved to award £500.

2026/27 Precept request letter received from CCBC. Resolved that the Council will not
request a precept payment from Council Tax again next year. Income from Swallow Falls and
Cae Llan, in accordance with the management agreement between the Council and Ancaster
Estates, will continue to fund the running of the Council and all expenditure without the need
to request a % of Council Tax from each residential household in the village. The agreement
demands that 1/3 of the gross income from Swallow Falls is paid to Ancaster Estates as rent.

6. CCTV Pont y Pair and Cae Llan Public Toilets — Images captured from both cameras
which use a mobile data system displayed together with costs to upgrade to be live monitored.
Resolved to see what difference the Pont y Pair cameras will make to behaviour in this
area and re-visit potential upgrades on the other two cameras thereafter.

A cost of £650 received to cut and remove the two trees growing on the riverbank and which
obscure clear view for the cameras. SSSI and Eryri National Park permissions received.
Resolved to commission the work of cutting and removing the two trees at a cost of
£650.

7. Swallow Falls — Ash dieback tree cutting is currently underway. There is one dead Oak tree
branch which overhangs the A5. Cost of removal which includes necessary traffic
management system £600. Resolved to commission the work.

Memorial Hall — Electrical inspection has revealed some urgent works required at a cost of
£130. Resolved to commission the work

Cae Llan — Peregrine Circus wish to re-visit the village for two weeks during August 2026.
Resolved to take the booking on the same basis as the arrangements for 2025.

8. Proposed Closure of Ysgol Betws y Coed — consultation is live until the 9" of January.
Answers and clarifications sought are still awaited and a further reminder sent. In the
meantime the Council response to the consultation is being drafted.

9. For information —

Community Skip will be at Pentre Du on the 3™ of January but unfortunately, Crest are unable
to provide their service this time therefore no provision for taking of fridges and freezers.
Poster and facebook post prepared.



Planning Application NP4/11/95D — Sapper’s Bridge - Variation of Condition Nos.3 (Outline
Construction Environmental Management Plan) and 11 (detailed landscaping plan) (attached
to Planning Consent NP4/11/95A dated 05/03/2025 to allow for change in working hours and
assessment of landscaping scheme. No objection

Police Report for November 2025

Incidents of Note
Offence Type Date Brief Circumstances
Traffic 28/11/2025 Road Traffic Collision near the Fairy Glen, causing minor, cosmetic
damage to the nearby bridge.
Theft 25/11/2025 Theft from Public House whereby a bike and an oil drum have been
stolen.
Theft 09/11/2025 Theft from Public House in which oil drums were stolen. Officers
located and arrested suspects within 2 hours.

Urgent Matters

Waterloo Bridge — aesthetic condition — CliIr Liz Roberts raised that works to address this
matter were reported as on NMWTRA's work programme as far back as 2015. The bridge is
Grade | listed building, making it a structure of exceptional historical and architectural
importance, recognized as a significant example of early iron technology designed by Thomas
Telford. Resolved to raise the continued concerns with NMWTRA and seek an update re
timescale of proposed work.

Date of next meeting — Monday 5" of January 2026, 7pm at the Memorial Hall.



